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ñCommunity Service Excellence Awardsò 

 
The purpose of these Awards is to recognise the 

dedicated efforts of individual and organisations in 

the area of child protection.  

 

DCYFS encompasses a broader range of services 

(Family Support, Out of Home Care, Youth Jus-

tice, Child Health and Parenting, disability Ser-

vices, Family Violence) there is a need to expand 

the scope of the awards program. 

 

The Awards will provide an opportunity to ac-

knowledge the commitment and innovative work 

that many people who work in this area make on a 

daily basis with little recognition. 

 

Information packs are now available on the Re-

form Implementation Unitôs website at  

http:/www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/future communities/

reform implementation unit or by contacting 

Karen Bellette on 62338549 



   
Recognised for her work as a Foster Carer 

and for her work in the Community, Jenny Piedmon-

tese, was recently named Barnardoôs Tasmanian 

Mother of the year. Jenny was one of three Tasmanian 

Foster carers to be nominated for this award and all are 

to be congratulated on this recognition and for their 

work as Foster carers. 

 

CREATE:  

 In February I attended the annual CREATE  

National Youth Advisory Council Dinner in Sydney. It 
was an opportunity to meet representatives from other 

State/Territories and to hear from Young People that 

are in or have been in care and for them to share their 

experiences with us.  

They also met with representatives from Child and 

Family Services from around Australia discussed their 

needs in particular a plan for leaving Care. The Young 

people that represented Tasmania did an excellent job 

in putting forward their experiences and the needs that 

need to be met for all those in Care. 

 

Carer Payments review: 

By now you should have received the latest 

draft copy of the payment review. FCAT discussed 

this paper at a recent regional meeting and met with 

Mark Byrne to table our concerns.  

There is a commitment from Mark to review 

these issues and reply to FCAT. Further information 

will be forwarded to all Carers before the changes take 

effect from July 2010 

 

Training:  

We have completed the first round of First 
Aid Training and all those that participated will have 

received their certificates. It was voted a huge success 

by all those that attended.  The ñCARERS TOOL 

BOX, 123 Magicò training has also commenced and 

those attending, including Case Managers from the 

North West region, are excited with the new concept. 

One Carer has reported that it ñchanged how she man-

aged a difficult childò.   

Remember there is no cost to Carers for any 

of this training and childcare is provided if required. 

 
. If you need further information visit both 

our web page [fcatas.org.au or our National web page 

[afkcp.org.au] for all the latest information. N.G.O. 

Carers can request support from their agencies to at-

tend the conference and DCYFS has also supplied 

some funding to assist Departmental Carers. 

 

 

   
Congratulations  
 

Two North West Foster Carers and One Fos-

ter Carer from the South  were the Stateôs 

three finalist in Barnardoôs Tasmanian 

Mother of the year. 

  

Mrs Polden and Mrs. Charles travelled to 

Hobart for the announcement  of the winner. 

 

Mrs Jenny  Piedmontese...a foster carer for 

the past five years... was announced Tasma-

nian Mother of the year. Jenny will travel to 

N.S.W. For the Australian Mother of the 

Year Ceremony 

ñCongratulations to Jennyò also congratulations to 
Delwyn and Aileen. 

Big Day Out: 

The Annual Big Day Out was held in Perth 

on March 21st this year. Despite the inclement 

weather it was, again, a great success and yes the 

sun did shine in Perth. My thanks to all those that 
volunteered their time, before, during and after the 

event. 

 

National Conference: 

The Conference committee has finalised the pro-

gram and all Carers/Kinship carers have received 

the program, registration and carer award informa-

tion. 

 

Variety Club Tasmania: 

 If a child/young person in your care has a 

special need that cannot be met by Child and Fam-
ily Services then Variety may be able to help up to a 

maximum of $500-00. If you need advice or an 

application please contact me [0437006876]. This is 

a new project as in the past not all Foster Children 

qualified for this funding. More information is in-

cluded in this newsletter. 

Ken 

 

Presidents Report 

WITH THIS ISSUE  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

REGISTRATION FORM.  

 

FOR CARERS WHO ARE NOT  

MEMBERS AND WOULD LIKE TO 

BECOME A MEMBER A  

NEW MEMBERS REGISTRATION 

FORM IS ALSO INCLUDED 
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June 2010 

There is a great deal of research that demonstrates 

that outdoor recreation programs, including camps, 

assist in developing social and living skills, and in 

particular assist children and young people who may 

have behaviours of concern to self manage.  

Lifestyle Solutions has developed a range of residen-
tial camps for children and young people living in out 
of home care who have complex needs and are not 
readily accepted by mainstream camping organisa-
tions.  
 
Known as Lifestyle Camps for Youth, the Program 
encompasses a range of one, two and three night 
residential camps that aim to develop, educate and 
empower children and young people living in out of 
home care so they can achieve goals that they have 
identified as part of the case planning process. 
 
Lifestyle Camps for Youth offers highly structured 
camps that are managed by staff who are experi-
enced and highly trained individuals who have a 
commitment to meeting standards of best practice 
so that each camp participant feels safe, cared for 
and is able to reach their potential. 
 
The Program operates camps in small groups with a 
staff ratio of one camp carer to three young people. 
Children and young people are given the opportu-
nity to: 
 
Activities will include Flying Fox, Trampolines, a 
Games night and Billy Cart driving.  The cost of the 
camp will be $490 and covers accommodation, all 
meals, activities and carer supervision.  Transport to 
the camp is not included and participants will have 
to be dropped off and picked up. 
 
 

The Program operates camps in small groups with a 
staff ratio of one camp carer to three young people. 
Children and young people are given the opportu-
nity to: 
 

¶ Develop their social skills and behaviour 
management skills 

¶ Work as part of a team 

¶ Form positive relationships with other 
children and camp carers 

¶ Participate in a wide range of recrea-
tional and educational activities 

 
 
Lifestyle Solutions is currently planning to run a 
Camp Care in Tasmania for young people in Foster 
Care aged 8-14 years, in the school holidays from 8 
June to 10 June at the Woodfield Centre, Dysart.   
 
For more information or to make a referral please 
contact :- 
 
Gary Christensen 
Ph.: 0425 258 855 
Email : gary.christensen@ls.org.au@ls.org.au 
 
 
 
         _________________________________ 

 

VARIETY CLUB  

 
`The childrenôs charity 

We have been fortunate that in our quest for 

conference funding the VARIETY Club did even 

better and offered ongoing recognition of those in 

our care. The offer is capped at $500-00 per child/
young person as for obvious reasons they do not 

have unlimited funds. 

 

 If you consider the person in your care has 

a specific need, other than support etc. that is avail-

able from DCYFS please contact [0437006876] for a 

form. When completed it will need signing by FCAT 

and DCYFS and then forwarded to VARIETY for 

consideration by the VARIETY Board at their 

monthly meeting. If you are successful the fund will 

be directed to the supplier or on receipt from the 

supplier. 

 



The weather looked so dismal with 

heavy rain  everywhere in the morn-

ing...however this did not deter the 

carers  and  the Commissioner for 

children and staff ,  Child Protection 

workers and Area Managers from 

around the State to attend the  Big 

Day Out, they were not disappointed 

on arrival at the Perth Oval the 

weather changed with blues skies 

and sunshine YES!!!!  

 

This event is now in its fourth year 

with carers and children/young peo-

ple enjoying the informality of the 

day. CREATE who organised the ac-

tivities on the day with face painting 

etc. the jumping castle a great suc-

cess with the young ones... 

 

Its a big thank you to all carers who 

helped on the day North West carers 

helped to prepare the food and the  

 

South East Hobart carers did a great 

job serving all children and carers  

with drinks and food throughout the 

day.  

 

 Carers from the North did a mighty 

job doing the cleaning. A thank you 

to the gentlemen from the ROAB 

club who cooked all the food.   

 

Lunch time with lots of food to eat... 

CREATES PARADE WITH  

MUSICAL INTRUMENTS??  


