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 Australia Day Awards 
 
CONGRATULATIONS Suzanne Goss Recognised for 
her work as a dedicated Foster Carer and for her vol-
unteer work in the Community, Suzanne, was 
awarded the MEDAL OF ORDER OF AUSTRALIA. 
Suzanne was one of twelve Tasmanians to receive 
this award and is to be congratulated on this achieve-
ment. 
CONGRATULATIONS Delwyn Polden...LOCAL 
HERO AWARD. ..Music Teacher and Foster Carer 
recognised for her outstanding contribution to the 
community and voted Tasmanian  Local Hero.  Del-
wyn went to Camberra to celebrate Australia  Day  
recently. We congratulate Delwyn on receiving this 
award. 
 



PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 
 
           Welcome to the New Year 

I trust everyone had a great Christmas and New Year and now we all have to return 
to the realities of a Foster Carers everyday life and the challenges it brings and of course the 
rewards that come from a “job well done”. 
AUSTRALIA  DAY  2010 

 Recognised for her work as a dedicated Foster Carer and for her volunteer work in 
the Community, Suzanne Goss, awarded Medal of Order of Australia. Suzanne was one of 
twelve Tasmanians to receive this award and is to be congratulated on this achievement. 
Also Delwyn  Polden  foster carer and music teacher on receiving Tasmanian Local hero 
award congratulations. 
Kinship Care: 
 Late last year I was privileged to attend, on behalf of our National Organisation 
[AFKCP], a forum on Kinship Care. The percentage of children coming into care using Kin-
ship Care continues to rise. It has risen in this State from 15.4% in 2005-05 to 30.89% in 
2009 and Nationally from 29% to 36%.  In Tasmania, as in all other States/Territories, for-
mal Foster Care training is not mandatory for Kinship Carers but is available if requested. 
Copies of the presentations from all State/Territories are available on request. 
Carer Payments review: 
As you know we completed the second round of Foster Carer reimbursement review in all 
regions late last year. Carers now have now had time to voice concerns or queries to the 
DCYFS CEO [mark.byrne@dhhs.tas.gov.au or president@fcatas.org.au] Further informa-
tion will be forwarded to all Carers early this year and the changes will take effect from July 
2010 
Training:  

We have a busy training schedule planned for this year and will be offering the Fos-
ter Carers version of 1-2-3-magic, First Aid for Carers and hopefully will revisit the Stress 
and Trauma program. Further information on the First Aid course in included in this news-
letter. Remember there is no cost to Carers for any of this training and childcare is provided 
if required. 
 A REGISTRATION FORM FOR FIRST AID TRAINING IS INCLUDED IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER  
 
Big Day Out: 

The Annual Big Day Out will be held in Perth on March 21st this year. John Flanagan 
[FCAT V/President] is this year’s organiser and will be coordinating with the regions to en-
sure that, once again, it will be a wonderful day for all Carers and those they care for. Re-
minder flyers are being sent to everyone and also posted on our webpage: fcatas.org.au 
National Conference: 

The Conference committee is in the process of finalising the program, for this not to 
be missed event, with presenters and keynote speakers already booked. Visit both our web 
page [fcatas.org.au or our National web page [afkcp.org.au] for all the latest information. 
Camper Trailers: 
 Each region now has a camper van for use by Foster Carers and their families. I under-
stand that some carers have already made use of these vans and have been delighted, not 
only with van but also the very low charge made by each region for the hire. They have been 
purchased to enable carers to have economical holidays and bookings can be made by con-
tacting the president of each region. 

Ken 



SPRC Kinship Care Forum 2009 - – State & Territory Snapshot 
 

Kinship Care in Australia – National Forum 2009  
 
Tasmanian Snapshot 
 
Definition/s of Kinship Care  
- Formal  
- Informal  
Please define when the  
state assumes  
statutory responsibility  
for Kinship Care  
placements  
Formal Kinship Care is the placement of children who are on child protection orders that transfer cus-
tody/guardianship to the Secretary with a 
relative or member of the child’s community. The legal status under the Children, Young Persons and 
Their Families Act 1997 defines when 
statutory responsibility commences. Children in formal kinship care are regarded as being in state 
care. 
Informal kinship care is the placement of children with relatives who are not under a care and protec-
tion order. Relatives who are providing 
permanent care for related children may apply for financial assistance through the Relative Care As-
sistance Program. 
 
Is Kinship Care legislated?  
If so please  
specify what aspects  
are legislated. Please  
include any specific  
legislation relating to  
Indigenous Kinship Care  
 
The Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997 requires that serious consideration must 
be given to the desirability of 
����keeping the child within his or her family 
����preserving and strengthening family relationships between the child and the child’s guardians and 
other family members, whether or 
not the child is to reside with his or her family 
����not withdrawing the child unnecessarily from the child’s familiar environment, culture or neighbour-
hood. 
The Act defines family as the immediate and extended family. 
The Act contains specific principles relating to dealing with Aboriginal children. One of the principles 
is that an Aboriginal child should remain 
within the Aboriginal community. 
Many relative carers who are receiving financial assistance through the Relative Care Assistance 
Program have secured Family Law Court 
Orders for children in their care. 
Is Kinship Care a  
preferred placement  
option through  
legislation, policy or  
other?  
There is a clear policy position that kinship care is seen as the preferred placement option As out-
lined above the policy position is supported 
by the principles within the Act. 



 

 National Foster Carers’  
Conference  

 
“CONNECTED” WE MOVE FORWARD  

 

2010  
Hobart Tasmania 

The Foster Carers’ Association of  
Tasmania  

invite you to join us in Hobart, Tasmania  
during the last weekend of August [28th-29th] 2010  

at  
Wrest Point Casino  

 
Sponsored and supported by  

 
Department of Health & Human Services and the  
Australian Foster & Kinship Carers Partnership  

To register for further information and newsletters  
 
 
Contact:  
conference@fcatas.org.au  

 

Australian Foster & Kinship Carers 
  Partnership 



Regional Meeting 17th April 2010 
 

South East and South West Hobart will combine for this 
Regional meeting 

Danny Ransley will be talking to carers regards 
“ Rights of the Carer” policy. 

All carers will be welcome to participate in this  
session and have their say. 

Venue details later 
For more info please contact  Ron and Cheryl . 

 
Time is 10.30 am Light lunch provided 

Child care needs to be pre-booked to avoid  
disappointment. 

FIRST AID TRAINING  
Your registration form is included in this news letter. 
The course is run by Esset Training will be conducted over two days will be 
held during school hours 10.00am. till 2.00pm. The first Aid training will be 
held in each region. Child care will be provided if required.  Registrations 
must be returned  by  26th February 2010 
 
It is important for carers to update their skills and have a current  First Aid 
Certificate. ... Carers will be advised by letter where the training will be held 
in their region. Carers  will also receive a package from Esset Training. 
 
Training dates in each region. 
South East Hobart, 9th. 10th March, South West Hobart, 24th.25th. March. 
North 9th.10th. March 
North West  Coast, 18th. 19th. March. 
 
Carers who sent in their forms of interest will be given first priority. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING ROUND THE STATE  

 Medication Policy...for  Children and Young people  in Out of Home  Care. 

This policy is in the process of being up dated and full details will be in the next 

newsletter. 



Don’t forget to have your Swine flue vaccination 

   1. 2. 3. MAGIC Training later in the year 
 
Berry Dunstan presented this program last year at the State Confer-
ence in Hobart.  
Berry has now completed a version of this program that will be best 
suited for foster carers...and presented an overview of the 1.2.3. 
workshops at our last State meeting in December 2009.  
 
This will be part of training that FCAT will be conducting for Foster 
Carers around the state during 2010... 
 
Currently times and dates are being looked at and will be forwarded 
to carers when finalised. 

F.A.S.T. 
To all the carers that applied to become a FAST delegate. ... 
Thank You.... 
Training for all delegates will commence in the near future.  
Delegates will be advised of training dates and venues. 



 
 

McDougal House 
Hobart 

62249672 
president@fcatas.org.au 

 
Suite 2 Osbourne house 

Wilmot St. 
Burnie 

64318975 
secretary@fcatas.org.au 

 
ROAB Hall 

11 Birch Ave. 
Newstead 

0407918832 
treasurer@fcatas.org.au 

   FCAT STATE COMMITTEE  

Www.fcatas.org.au 

PRESIDENT   ;      KEN ABERY  

VICE PRESIDENT:     JOHN FLANAGAN  

VICE PRESIDENT JNR.:    JUNE BOON  

SECRETARY:     MAGGIE PHILLIPS  

TREASURER;     MAUREEN FLANAGAN  

PUBLIC OFFICER:     TERRY FLANIGAN  

NORTH WEST REPS:    KATE HUXTABLE, PAM DALRYMPLE  

NORTH REPS:     WAYNE & STEPHANIE DANKS  

SOUTH WEST  REPS:    RON LANYON, JOHN FLACK  

SOUTH EAST REPS:    CHERYL ARMSTRONG, BRIAN BROWN  

STATE MEETINGS 2010 
Perth  Community Centre 

 
February    20th     
March        20th. 
April   17th Regional combined S.E/S.W. Hobart 
May            15th 
June            19th  North West 
July  17th 
August  National Conference 27th-29th 
September 18th  
October      16th 
November  20th 
 
All foster carers are welcome to attend as observers at state 
meetings. 
Regional Meetings are held in each area and all are wel-
come to participate.  Child care will be available at State 
regional meetings only. Carers must pre-book to the re-
gional President. Light Lunch is also provided at meetings 
please pre-book for catering purposes. 

Meetings held in  each area of the 
state are conducted by area Presi-
dents 
Are held once a month. Contact in 
your area as Follows:- 
S. West: Hobart Ron Lanyon 
S. East: Hobart Cheryl Armstrong 
North: Stephanie Dank 
North West: Kate Huxtable 



FOSTER 

CARERS  

BIG DAY  

OUT  
Highlights    

CARERS AWARDS 

MONSTER BAR - B- Q 

CHOCOLATE WHEEL  

Lucky Prizes… 

treasure hunt  

Jumping Castle  

Many Other Activities  

COME TO PERTH ON  
SUNDAY 21ST  MARCH 2010 

AND ENJOY A FUN DAY 
OUT WITH CARERS AND 
THEIR  FAMILIES FROM 

EVERY PART OF TASMANIA 
TIME:  11-00 A.M. 

FOSTER CARERS ASSOCIATION OF TASMANIA & CREATE  

                      
 INVITE YOU TO JOIN US AT THE 

      PERTH SPORTS OVAL ON SUNDAY 21st  MARCH 2010 

  CONTACT JUNE BOON 03 6267 1232  MOBILE 0417 034 885 EMAIL: 
JMBOON@BIGPOND.COM 

  FREE TRANSPORT AVAILABLE FROM ALL REGIONS BUT MUST BE  

PRE- BOOKED 

North West 64318975  leave msg or email secretary@fcatas.org.au  

R.S.V.P NO LATER THAN  11TH MARCH 2010  


