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DECEMBER 2009

Welcome to the Christmas newsletter

Firstly a warm welcome to the newly formed South Eastern region, this means that we now have
four regions in line with the boundaries set by DCYFS, North, North West, South East and South West.
It has meant some readjustments to the mailing lists and thanks to our volunteers in the Burnie office as
each region has a new mailing list. These lists will be updated as we receive information on new Carers

from the DCYFS regional offices.

Christmas Parties:

Plans for the annual Christmas parties are well advanced and for this year both Southern regions
have combined their resources to save confusion at this late date. | am sure that local newsletters and
flyers will inform all our Carers of dates and venues and of course Father Christmas has had lots of no-

tice.

Carer Payments review:

We have now completed the second round of Foster Carer reimbursement review in all regions.
Carers now have four weeks to voice concerns or queries to the DCYFS CEO
[mark.byrne@dhhs.tas.gov.au or president@fcatas.org.fEurther information will then be for-

warded to all Carers early in the new year and the changes will take effect from July 2010
Training:

We have a busy training schedule planned for next year and will be offering the Foster Carers ver-
sion of 22-3-magic, First Aid for Carers and hopefully will revisit the Stress and Trauma program. Further
information on the First Aid course in included in this newsletter. Remember there is no cost to Carers

for any of this training and childcare is provided if required.

Big Day Out:
The Annual Big Day Out will be held in Perth during March next year. John Flanagan [FCAT Vice-
President] is this yearods organiser and wil/l b e

be a wonderful day for all Carers and those they care for. Reminder flyers will be sent to everyone early
next year and also posted on our webpage: fcatas.org.au

National Conference:

Planning, for this not to be missed event, is well advanced with some presenters and keynote
speakers already booked. Visit both our web page [fcatas.org.au or our National web page [afkcp.org.au]
for all the latest information.

Community Visitors:

This is a pilot project being conducted in the South of the State by the Commissioner for Chil-
drends office. It wi || initially involve 20 yol
ing directly to the Commissioner. The commissioner is actively seeking the visitors and advertisements
have been placed in the press. For more information visit thew.childcomm.tas.gov.au/cms/
medi arel eases/ childrendsvisitorspl. php

Thank you to all Carers for your dedication to our children in their time of need and for the sup-
port they give to this Association. | also thank my hard working Committee, DCYFS staff for supporting

our Carers and others that volunteer their time to assist us.
| wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a successful New Year

Ken
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DISABILITY CHILD YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES

Guidelines for Overnight Stays for Children and Young People
In Out of Home Care

Key Points:

The attached document outlines decisions about children in care spending overnight stays with friends.

It is important to involve the child or young person in decisimaking.

The childds carer is wusually best placed to deci
stay with friends. The decision should be made using the same considerations a parent would

use.

However, the decision for the childds first overr
the childds case manager.

A police check is NOT required for the adults who are living in the home where the child will

be having the overnight stay.

Providing that the first overnight stay is successful, the carer can agree to the child having subsequent over-
night stays.

However, there are some specific requirements. F
overnight stays for children under the age of six years.

There are also additional requirements based on the type of order that children are under. For instance, if
the child is under a Voluntary Care Order, the peée

The specific conditions are outlined in Section 2 (Scope) of the guidelines.
The case manager will record details on overnight stays in the Case and Care Plan for the child.

REMEMBER CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS WILL BE UPON US BEFORE TOO LONG...

Do you have five year s experience in fostering?

Foster Carers Association Tasmania (inc.) is seeking and welcomes applications from
those careros who would Ii ke to become

Please contact Ken Abery by email president@fcatas.org.au or ph.0437006876




CAR RESTRAINTS

‘acisan

Child Accident Prevention Foundaotion of Australia
Road trauma accounts for 40% of childhood

deaths. In a 5 year period 719 crashes occurred in the Sydney Region in which 816 children under 5 were
killed or injured. Many of these injuries/deaths could have been prevented. The major cause of child
deaths and injuries is the child not wearing a proper restraint or seat belt. A quarter of those children who
were casuallties of car accidents were not using a restraint.

In many cases, a proper child restraint was present in the car, but not used, despite proof that children
not using restraints are several times more likely to be killed or suffer injuries.

Australian Standard

AS 1754 fa t shee!

All child restraints sold in Australia must meet the
strict requirements of the AS:1754 covering the materials, design, construction, performance, testing and
labelling of child restraints.

Restraints bought in other countries will not meet the Australian Standard - it is illegal to use them in Aus-
tralia.

The Australian Standard symbol certifies that the restraint fully meets these requirements

Which Restraint to Use?

All child restraints are tested to mass limits, therefore weight and height are the most important factors
when determining which restraint to use.

Infants
Birth to approx 6 months
Baby weighs less than 9kg and is less than 700 mm in length

Use either:
A Rearward Facing Capsulel

SAFEN-SOUND Baby Safety Capsule.
or By law, every child must use a

suitable restraint when travel-

A Convertible Restrainti facing rearward. e
ling in a car

Toddler - Young Child
Approximately 6 months to 4 years.
Weighing 8kg i 18 kg.

Shoulder level less than 2.5 cm above the top harness adjustment level.

Eye level must be lower than the back of the restraint.
Use either:

A Convertible Restraint - facing forward

or

A Forward Facing Car Seat



DISABILITY CHILD YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES

CHILD HEALTH AND PARENTING SERVICE

Important Changes

The Child Health and Parenting Service (CHAPS) has implemented important changes to the universal child
health service.

The aim is strengthening the 6ecological model &8 of
children, especi al | yternphealteisdireciy related totlte ssucaessful learly idedtificatibno n-

and intervention for health and development concerns, and their family circumstances.
From 1 July, the new directions for CHAPS has involved a number of changes in the way Child and Family Health
Nurses (CFHNGO6s) work with young children and their

an increase in the number of scheduled developmental and health assessments and some timing changes to bett
coincide with known unsettled periods in development:

birth - midwife / obstetrician
2 weeks- CFHN
4 weeks- CFHN
6 weeks- medical only
8 weeks- CFHN
4 months- CFHN
8 months- CFHN
12 months- CFHN
18 months- CFHN
3 % years- CFHN
Prep- Registered Nurse;
2. the introduction, at 4 months, of the Parent Evaluation of Developmental Status (PEDS), a validated and li-

censed tool that helps engage parents as the lead in monitoring the development of their child; and

a stronger focus on family stressors and the ability to link families to appropriate support services through the
Gateway.

These changes have reflected in changes in the Per
The CHAPS also plan to introduce a secondary screening program in the future, which will mean doing more to
investigate a developmental concern before referring to another professional for interventisimg weH

researched (validated, reliable) tools. The new schedule will be adopted and explained to parents as each child
attends CHAPS. Babies and children who already hav
ule when they attend CHAPS for their next assessment.

If you have any queries about these changes to CHAPS, please contact Beverley Thomson vidbevesil at
ley.thomson@dhhs.tas.gov.au

— /
e
- -
————
Tasmania
Department of Health and Human Services Explove tlie possioilities



mailto:beverley.thomson@dhhs.tas.gov.au
mailto:beverley.thomson@dhhs.tas.gov.au

Al ,
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Childrends Chri st ma P &tefanig Dadk ihthe Presidentnds ther
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Face Painting, Pin"atta, Games and avisitfMaur eends rol e as Norther
from Santa...BBQ lunch provided BYO saldlils

to share. All meat royi(?é]élfdrrgrrﬁo\i/alcgsrllaég'tass
. Will be held on Sunday 29th November
Terrylands and Stowport...Preservative fre

Clothing Pool at the Burnie of- At o0The Ho, Ho, Huto
fice...good clean clothes for all age 11.00am 81.30pm
groups...excellent for those emergency Also Clothing pool up and running take advan-
placements call 0400876907 tage of good clean clothes for those

Northern News

emergency placements.

South West News Contact Stefanie for details

Childrend6s Chri st majs LPartly pede——ege—egehek—eg=al
with South East area South East News
6th December Meetings for Carers will be held
R . ~ evlg 2n Tues. Of each month,
0The Cottageo St|. Johnods %VI
idway Point community

PCYC will be attending. Centre 10.00am 812 noon.
Morning Teas still going very well and all car-

All carers will be welcome
ers are welcome.

Contact Cheryl 62489556

Front Seat
Can children ride in the front seat?

This question is harder to answer than it has ever been, because of the introduction of passenger air bags.

There is no single piece of legislation that says you cannot carry children in the front seat of a motor vehicle providef tha
they are correctly restrained. However almost all child restraints (including booster seats) carry warnings on them to gndi-

cate that the restraint should not be used where there is an airbag.

Similarly, there are now a number of vehicle manufacturers who are placing warnings in their Owner's Manual, on th

Sun visor or even on the windscreen indicating that children should not be placed in the front passenger seat becauge of the
airbag. The difficulty is that these warnings vary firom

In motor vehicles where there is no airbag, it is not illegal to carry children correctly restrained in the front seatoimua f
safety point of view it is not desirable. The rear seats are certainly the safest place for children to occupy.

It should be noted however that in relation to vehicles that do not have seat belts, all passengers are legally requiredgto
travel in the rear row of seats. The front passenger seat can only be used when all other seating positions are filled.



W fosfer carers associakion tasmania (ne.)

McDougal House
Hobart
62249672
president@fcatas.org.au
Suite 2 Osbourne house
Wilmot St.
Burnie
64318975
secretary@fcatas.org.au
ROAB Hall
11 Birch Ave.
Newstead
0407918832
treasurer@fcatas.org.au
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FCAT STATE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT ; KEN ABERY
VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN FLANAGAN
JUNE BOON

VICE PRESIDENT JNR.:
SECRETARY:
TREASURER,;

PUBLIC OFFICER:
NORTH WEST REPS:
NORTH REPS:

SOUTH WEST REPS:
SOUTH EAST REPS:

MAGGIE PHILLIPS

MAUREEN FLANAGAN

TERRY FLANIGAN

KATE HUXTABLE, PAM DALRYMPLE
WAYNE & STEPHANIE DANKS

RON LANYON, JOHN FLACK

CHERYL ARMSTRONG, BRIAN BROWN

Camper Trailers are now available in each Region for Hire ...the trailers are to enable
carers to go away for holidays ...

Contact Your Regional Committee for more Details.




